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anadian country

crooner Dean Brody

has certainly come
full circle in the last few
years.

With a recent Juno win under his
belt, and multiple Canadian Country
Music Awards, Brody has an almost
innate ability to mix musical genres suc-
cessfully, which is reflected in his more
recent albums. With a summer tour and
new album slated for the fall, Brody
is on a roll. Canadian Cowboy Country
caught up with Brody in June at his
home in Nova Scotia.

Tell me a bit about your latest album,
Gypsy Road.

» That’s the new album out right now.
We're actually working on the next
album. We just recorded four songs for
the new record coming out in October.
It's a busy time! I am trying to write as
fastasI can.

Do you collaborate often with other people
when you are writing, or is it usually a solo
endeavour?

» I write by myself. Once in a while I will
collaborate, but for the most part I write
solo and I love it actually. It’s kind of
cool because I dor't have to be in a cer-
tain place to write. I don’t have to be in
Nashville or LA or Vancouver; I can be
anywhere. When I was co-writing I felt
like I was the smallest cog in the wheel.
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Where do you draw your inspiration?

» I have a really strange way of writing
songs. Sometimes I will take pieces of
an old song and slap it on a new song,
or I will borrow a melody from an old
song that never made it to the record-
ing studio. Often I will be strumming
my guitar and come up with a melody
—that melody will inspire me whether
it’s a nostalgic song or just a straight-up
fun song. Then when it comes down to
substance, like, what is that song about?
I draw from two places really. My own
experience but also sometimes I will tell
a story about someone else. I am fasci-
nated by people. A lot of my songs have
some of me and some of other people.

How do you feel country music has evolved
for you as an artist?

» The biggest thing I have seen is a
switch in production. I think a lot of
songs still celebrate the rural country
way of life, but there has been a depar-
ture in production towards the pop
world. It’s a very diverse genre right
now. You have singer Maren Morris

and her song, “My Church”—it’s like a
throwback with an old sound to it. You
wouldn't think you could get away with
it in modern music, but it really works.
It’s an interesting time to be a song-
writer. There are so many things you
can do now in a studio that you couldn’t
have tried fifteen years ago as people
would think you had lost your mind. My
fans have really supported my creative
journey; I have been able to mix genres.

Do you have a favourite song of your own
that resonates for you in all the albums?

» I think “Little Things About Us”. It’s
just really nostalgic for me. It wasn't a
single; it was cut on the record. It was
personal; the lyrics were personal and
on top of that, the way it was produced
—the musicianship. Instead of it being
just full of instruments the song just
kind of breathes. I love that about coun-
try music, especially traditional country
music. When you run across
a song with some space, no
guitar —nothing— it makes
you listen. Something about
the silence makes you more
attentive to what’s hap-
pening in the song when
something does happen. *C



